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Punjabi, Sindhi, Balochi, Pashto and Urdu in Pakistan.
However, the medium of instruction in public and private
secondary schools is used English which no one’s Mother
Tongue in Pakistan. The study explores the role of the Mother
Tongue as Medium of instruction in public and private
secondary schools in Sehwan, district Jamshoro. The
quantitative approach was used in this study. Simple random
sampling was used in this study. Data were collected from sixty
students and eight teachers by distributing questionnaire. After
collecting the data, it was analyzed in Microsoft Excel for
making pie and bar charts. The study found the important role
of the Mother Tongue as a medium of instruction in Secondary
education in both public and private schools in Sehwan. The
Mother Tongue was found to be used in classroom interaction,
participation in activities in the classroom, clearing the concept
of science and other subjects in the Mother Tongue, students’
performances and language in examinations. Moreover, the
majority of the student and teacher participants suggested that
the Mother Tongue should be the Medium of instruction in
Secondary Schools in Sehwan, district Jamshoro.

Introduction

Pakistan is a multilingual country where five major languages: Punjabi,
Sindhi, Pashto, Urdu and Balochi, and several local vernaculars are spoken. Urdu is
the national language of Pakistan which is the mother tongue about 7% people in
Pakistan (Rahman, 2003) while the official language is English which is no one’s
mother tongue in Pakistan. Thus, language of instruction has been an issue in taluka
Sehwan in Pakistan.
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Literature Review

Several studies have been conducted to measure the role of the medium of
instruction and the right language of instruction in education. Dr. Aijaz Ahmed
(2013) conducted a study on the role of the mother tongue used in Pakistani
secondary school classrooms where the participants were teachers and students. He
found out in his study that the medium of instruction that was being used in the
secondary schools was not easily comprehensible for the students. Therefore, the gap
between teachers and students remained and created barrier for learning. Vinoba
Gautam (2003) conducted a study to investigate the issue of the language of
instruction in Delhi, India. He found out that the role of mother tongue in secondary
schools was valuable rather than English and children faced problems with English
language of instruction. Charles Owu-Ewie (2015) pointed out in his study in Ghana
where both the languages, English and Ghanaian languages were used in the
classroom as medium of instruction; the students preferred the mother tongue over
English and responded in interviews that they comfortably study in their mother
tongue rather than a foreign language. Yu-Ying Chang (2010) examined in his study
that English language influences on the students and students face difficulties while
studying through English medium of instruction.

Private English Medium Schools

In Sehwan, English medium schools or tuition centers are increasing which
claim to make students able to speak English fluently and confidently. Such
institutions also claim that the learners can qualify the exams and interviews in
English (Rahman, 2002). We can find these institutions situated urban and rural
areas where middle and lower middle class get admissions for quality education.

Parents are persuaded to send their children to such institutions because they
think that English is considered the key for successful future that everybody wishes
for. Rahman (2002) defines there are three main types of English medium schools: (a)
state influenced elitist schools, (b) elitist’s private schools and (c) is not elitist private
schools. Each category has subcategory and the schools which are not of the elites
are different in classification. Rahman (2002) further defines that the top private
schools are those which are run by the federal government and armed forces. Apart
from that, English medium schools, which are operated in garrisons and
cantonments, are controlled by the armed forces (Rahman, 2002). Therefore, the state
does not have a uniform system of education. In Pakistan, elitists schools are
available for rich and powerful people and for common people regular schools are
available (Rahman, 2002).

Material and Methods

Quantitative descriptive approach was used in this study that deals with the
observation that is converted into different components of numerical analysis
(Maykut and Morehouse, 2002-3). Dornyei (2007) and Cresswell (2003-18) point out
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that quantitative approach predefines the variables that can be assigned by a rational
scale of values and can numerically be defined as well. It also calculates and
analyzes the data to investigate the relationship between the variables and contains
large samples and data sets (Bryman, 2004). Quantitative approach helps to look the
results from all sides which are gained from a selected model of the study to the
whole population. Four public and four private secondary schools were randomly
selected in Sehwan in which the participants were both students as well as teachers.
Quantitative questionnaire was used to collect data. The questionnaire was divided
into two parts. In the first section, participants’ background information was
collected and in second section main questions were asked. The data was collected
into two phases. Firstly it was collected from the students participants and secondly
from the teacher participants. Quantitative descriptive method was used to analyze
the data in which pie charts and bar charts are given for discussion.

Results and Discussion
Part I: Student Participants
Data Analysis of Student Participants” Background

First, students’ background information was analyzed. Categories of their
age, gender, Mother Tongue, monolingual, multilingual or bilingual, Medium of
Instruction used in the primary education, and the current Medium of Instruction
were made. The table and chart below presents the basic information of the
participants.

Table 1
Basic Information of the Student Participants
Primary Education Current
First received from languagfe of
1rs Class Gender Instruction
Language

Public Private Public Private
School School School School

Sindhi 54 9t 10th Male Female
Balochi 3 31 29 43 17

Punjabi 1 20 40 Sindhi English
Urdu 1

Siraiki 1
Total 60

Having given the table of basic information, the following section is further
defining the participants” background.

The analysis in the above table shows that the current language of instruction
in both public and private schools is Sindhi which is almost everyone’s Mother
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Tongue, whereas, the current language of instruction in both private and public
schools was English that is not any of the participant’s Mother Tongue as well as not
the local language of Pakistan. It is clearly shown in the findings that the language of
instruction in public schools is the Mother Tongue/local language and in private
schools the current language of instruction is English which is foreign language.

Sindhi was the Mother Tongue of the majority of the participants; five
percent used Balochi language while Punjabi and Urdu were spoken by 2% of the
participants as their Mother Tongue. Hence, in two public and two private schools,
Sindhi was the first language of the majority of the student participants.

44 12
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6
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% T T . T T - T T - T 1 .S 7 1
eries
SO S wb&q}v“ S S & e &
F Q& & & & L@ N & & &
&S %‘Q & C/\e Q & 2}0 x@p & @é& &% &
@O& V& < 5 ¥ g S K& L & )
5 & DR ANS

The above diagram shows the responses to the question of the profession of
their parents. The majority of the participants” parents were teachers, labors, farmers,
policemen, clerks, lady health workers, drivers, bank managers and businessmen.
Some of their parents had demised. They all belong to working class in both public
and private schools.

The above table shows the educational background of the parents of
participants in both public and private schools. The findings show that the majority
of the participants put a check on ‘No formal degree’. Twenty five percent of the
parents had literacy till Matric (10t standard), there were twenty two percent who
had completed intermediate (12t standard), nineteen percent of parents were
graduates and very few parents had done post-graduation. This shows the majority
had no formal degrees.

Moreover, the background of parents being bilingual/multilingual or
monolingual. The majority of the participants informed that their language
background was bilingual. Thirty three percent participants responded they were
monolingual and seventeen percent said they were multilingual. The language
background shows that majority of the participants were bilingual/multilingual
who spoke Sindhi, Balochi, Urdu and other indigenous languages of Pakistan.
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Discussion of Findings of Part II (Main Part)

1. Do you study science subjects through your Mother Tongue?

m | study through my Mother
tongue

B | Study through English

The diagram above shows that the majority of the participants had studied
science subjects through their mother tongue. On the other hand, the participants
from private schools totally responded that they studied science subjects through
English. As it was already shown in the above chart of language of instruction, that
in all public schools, the language of instruction was Sindhi, the Mother Tongue of
the participants; however, in all private schools the language of instruction was
English.

2. Do you interact with your teacher in English?

B | interact with our teacher
in Sindhi

m | interact with our teacher
in English

The diagram shows the responses which point that the majority of the
participants, both in public and private schools, interacted with their teachers in
Sindhi rather than English. Only seven percent interaction was done in English.
Thirteen percent said that they interacted with their teacher in both Sindhi and
English languages.

3. Do you feel easy when you interact with your teacher in English?

37% ‘33 % B Yes it is easy
30% !

In response to the above question, none of participants said that they felt easy
interacting in English with their teachers in both public and private schools. It can be
clearly seen that students felt easy in their Mother Tongue. It can be said that the
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interaction in the Mother Tongue tends to be successful in the classroom of both in
public and private schools of Sehwan.

4. Do you interact with your teacher in your Mother Tongue?

5% o 0% ® Yes, I interact with our
teacher in Mother Tongue
“ m No, I interact with our

959% teacher in English

In response to the above asked question in both public and private schools,
ninety five percent of the participants informed that they used their Mother Tongue
while interacting with their teachers. Only five percent, as the chart shows, said they
interacted with their teacher in English. No participant told that he used Urdu while
interacting with the teacher in the classroom.

5. Do you feel easy when you interact with your teacher in Mother Tongue?

80
60 60
20 ~C .
0 : 0 0 0 Seriesl
Yes, it is very No I feel
easy. difficult in my
Mother Tongue.

The above diagram shows responses to question number 5. The findings that
in both (public and private schools) show, the majority of the participants put a
check on ‘It is difficult in front of the other students’. That means that they may not
have been able to interact with their teacher in English easily and, especially, they
may have felt difficult in front of the other students. As the diagram shows that
thirty percent of the participants felt difficult to interact in English and thirty three
percent responded that they felt easy while they interacted with their teacher in
English.

6. Does your teacher use English while explaining science and other topics in the
classroom?

15%
B Yes, he uses English.
57% 28%
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In response to the above asked question, the majority (fifty seven percent) of
the participants in both public and private schools responded that their teachers
used both languages i.e. Sindhi and English, to explain science and other topics in
the classroom. Twenty eight percent shared that the teachers used the Mother
Tongue in the classroom and fifteen percent said that the teacher used English while
explaining science and the other topics.

7. In which language of instruction, it is easy to understand science and other
topics?

It is easy to
understand in
English
12%

It is easy to
understand in
Mother Tongue
88%

When the participants were asked through which language they comprehend
science and other topics easily, eighty eight percent responded that they understood
through their Mother Tongue. On the other hand, the rest of the participants
responded that it was easy for them to understand science and other topics in the
Mother Tongue in both public and private schools.

8. Do you participate when English is used in the classroom?

B Yes, I participate

® [ want to participate but I
feel hesitation

No I don't participate
because my class fellows

lanioh at me

In response to this question, the majority of the participants both from public
and private schools responded that they participated in discussion in which English
is used. However, thirty two percent said that they wanted to participate but they
felt hesitation in front of other students. Thirteen percent opted out of the option
‘No, I don’t participate’. The other thirteen percent responded that they did not
participate because their class fellows might laugh at them.
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9. Do you participate when your Mother Tongue is used in the classroom?

B Yes | always participate

® No I don’t participate

No, because my teacher
% encourages English

Ninety five percent of the participants, in both public and private secondary
schools, participated when their Mother Tongue was used as language of instruction
in the classroom. Only five percent of the participants told that they did not
participate in such discussions. And no participant put a check on ‘no because my
teacher encourages English’.

10. Which language do you use while explaining science and other topics in the
classroom?

m [ explain in my Mother
Tongue

m [ explain in English

I explain in Urdu

The findings show that Mother Tongue was used in explaining science and
other topics in the classroom. Eighty two percent of the participants, both in public
and private schools, responded that they explained in their Mother Tongue rather
than English or Urdu. Some eighteen percent said that they explained science and
other topics in English language. None of the participants used Urdu to explain such
topics in the classroom.

11. Do you speak English at your home?

5% 10%
H Yes, [ always speak English
18% at my home.
® No, I never speak English at
67% my home.

The above question was asked to know the participants’ use of English
outside the classroom. The findings show that the majority of the participants in both
public and private schools responded “Yes, sometimes I speak English at my home’.
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However, eighteen percent of the participants told that they never spoke English at
their homes and ten percent were the participants who put a check on the option
“Yes, I always speak English at my home’. Five percent replied that they did not need
to speak in English at their homes.

12. Do your parents encourage you to speak in English at home?

m yes they “do
® no they don’t

In response to the above question, the majority of the participants in both
public and private schools responded that they were encouraged by their parents to
speak English at their homes. However, thirty percent answered that they were not
encouraged to speak English at their homes.

13. Are your science course books written in your Mother Tongue?

M Yes they are in our Mother
Tongue

B No they are in English

The diagram above shows the findings that the result was fifty-fifty because
the language of instruction in both public schools was Sindhi and the science course
books were written in the Mother Tongue. On the other hand, both private schools
used English as language of instruction and the books were written in English.

14. Which language of instruction do you follow when you take examination?

® In English
B In Sindhi
In Urdu
m Sindhi+English

The above diagram shows that the majority of the participants of both public
and private schools answered that they followed their Mother Tongue while taking
examinations. Forty percent told that they used English and twelve percent said that
they followed both English and Sindhi languages when they took examinations.
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15. What do you think should be the right Medium of Instruction?

5%

m Sindhi
33% m Urdu
English
m Sindhi+English

0%

The findings of the above question show that the majority of the participants,
both in public and private schools, suggested that the right medium of instruction
should be the Mother Tongue in secondary education. Thirty three percent gave
their idea that it should be English and five percent responded that it should be both
Sindhi and English languages.

Part II: Teacher Participants
Data Analysis of Teacher Participants” Background

First, teacher participants’ background information was analyzed. I have
made a table to categorize the basic information of their background.

Table 5
Basic Information of the Teacher Participants
Primary Education Current language

First Class Gander received from? of Instruction
Language teaches Public  Private  Public Private
School School School School
Sindhi 8 9t 10t Male Female 6 2 Sindhi  English
Balochi 0 5 3 7 1
Punjabi 0
Urdu 0
Siraiki 0
Total 8

The above table shows that the majority of the teacher participants in public
and private schools in Sehwan responded that their Mother Tongue was Sindhi.
However, only 1 % was there whose Mother Tongue was Seraiki. No teacher’s
Mother Tongue was found Punjabi, Balochi, Urdu etc. in the study. The majority of
the participants told they received their primary education from public schools as it
can be seen in the bar chart. Eighty percent of the participants received their primary
education from public schools and the twenty percent of the participants received
their primary education from private schools.
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It is clear in the above table that the medium of instruction which was used in
the teacher participants” primary education in both public and private schools was
seventy five percent Sindhi and twenty five percent English. That shows that the
majority of the participants were primarily educated in Sindhi as a medium of
instruction which was their Mother Tongue.

The findings show in the above table that the majority of the teacher
participants were multilingual. Thirty eight percent participants knew four
languages and thirty seven percent of the participants knew three languages.
Moreover, twenty five percent were the participants who spoke two languages and
no participant was monolingual.

Discussion and Findings of Part-Ii (Main Part)

1. What language do you use when you teach science and other topics in the
classroom?

13% 12%
%

0

B | use English

m [ use Sindhi
Urdu

H Both

The majority of the teacher participants responded that they used Sindhi
while teaching science and other topics in the classroom. However, thirteen percent
of them used both Sindhi and English. On the other hand, twelve percent replied
that they used only English to teach science and other topics in the classroom.

2. Do you interact with your students in English?

mYes, I do
m No I do not

Yes I do sometimes

In the findings of question number 2, the chart clearly shows that the
majority of the participants of both public and private schools replied that they
interacted with their students in English in the classroom. However, thirty eight
percent of them said that they sometimes interacted in English in the classroom. No
participants refused to interact in English with his students.
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3. Do you feel easy when you interact with your students in English?

B Yes it is easy

38% m No, I feel difficult

0%

The majority of the teacher participants felt easy while interacting with their
students in English in both private and public schools. However, thirty eight percent
of the participants responded that they felt it was difficult for them to make their
students’ concept clear about the topic in English.

4. Do you use English while explaining science and other topics in the classroom?

B Yes I always use English
\ ® No I do not use the Mother
Tongue

Sometimes I use English and

75% sometimes I use Sindhi

The findings in the above diagram show that the majority of the teacher
participants in both public and private schools sometimes used English and
sometimes the Mother Tongue while explaining science and other topics in the
classroom. The teachers needed to shift from English to their Mother Tongue to
make their students’ concept clear about the topics. However, twelve percent
responded that they always used English in the class and thirteen percent put a
check on ‘No, I don’t use the Mother Tongue'.

5. Which language do you use while explaining science topics in the classroom?

0]

m Seriesl

O N BN O
1

I explain in my Mother I explain in English I explain in Urdu
Tongue
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All the participants in both public and private schools used their mother
tongue to explain science and other topics. None of the participants used Urdu or
English.

6. Do your students participate when English is used in the classroom?

B Yes they do
%,

m They want to participate but
they feel difficult

No they do not.

In response to the above question, the findings show in the above diagram
that the result is fifty-fifty in both public and private schools. Some teachers claimed
that their students do participate in such discussion where English is used. However,
fifty percent of the participants told that the students do not want to participate
because they feel it difficult to speak English in the classroom.

7. Do your students participate when the Mother Tongue is used in the classroom?

10 8
8
6
4
2
0 . . . 1 mSeriesl
Yes they always No they donot  No becausel Yes because they
participate encourage feel easy
English

Students always participate in such discussions where their Mother Tongue
is used. There was no any participant from both types of schools who could deny
that the students do not participate in such discussion.

8. In which language of instruction, it is easy for your students to understand
science and other topics in the classroom?

10
il
0 - ' ' ' mSeriesl
Itis easy for themin  Itis easy in English It is easy in Urdu
their Mother Tongue
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The participants of both public and private schools responded clearly that it
was easy for their students to understand science and other topics in their Mother
Tongue rather than any other language. On the other hand, no teacher responded
that it was easy for them in English or Urdu as the above chart shows.

9. Do you speak English at your home?

0% 0% m Yes I always speak English
at my home
B No I never speak English at
62% my home

Yes sometimes I speak
English at my home

The majority of them responded that they spoke English at their homes
sometimes. However, thirty eight percent of them responded that they did not need
to speak English at their homes.

10. Do you speak English with your students outside of the classroom?

H Yes|do

® No | don’t

The findings in above pie chart show the response of the participants of both
public and private schools in Sehwan that fifty percent said yes they spoke English
with their students outside the classroom. However, fifty percent of them said that
they did not speak outside the classroom.

11. Are science course books written in students” Mother Tongue?

% B Yes they are in their Mother
Tongue

® No they are in English

The majority of the participants replied that the course books were written in
students’” Mother Tongue. However, thirty eight percent of the participants
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responded that the course books were not written in the Mother Tongue. None of the
participants said Urdu because it was not Mother Tongue of the students in Sehwan.

12. In which language of instruction students are examined?

0%
® In English

m In Sindhi
In Urdu

50%

The above diagram shows the findings of above asked question that the
response was fifty-fifty about English and Sindhi languages, because in two public
secondary schools the medium of instruction was Sindhi, which is why the students
were examined in Sindhi. However, in both private secondary schools, the medium
of instruction was English, that is because they were examined in English.

13. What do you think the right language of instruction?

m Sindhi
B English
Urdu

When the participants were asked the above question their response as the
findings show in above diagram that seventy five percent of the participants from
both public and private secondary schools responded that the right medium of
instruction should be their Mother Tongue. On the other hand, twenty percent of the
teacher participants opined that it should be English. None of the participant chose
Urdu as option.

Part II: Teacher Participants
Data Analysis of Teacher Participants” Background

First, teacher participants’ background information was analyzed. I have
made a table to categorize the basic information of their background.

Table 5
Basic Information of the Teacher Participants
First Class Primary Education Current
Gander . language of
Language teaches received from? .
Instruction
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Sindhi 8 9% 10t Male Female 6 2 Sindhi English
Balochi 0 5 3 7 1

Punjabi 0

Urdu 0

Siraiki 0

Total 8

1. What is your Mother Tongue?

0%11/)

m Sindhi
m Urdu

0%

m Balouchi

m Punjabi

The pie chart above shows that the majority of the teacher participants in
public and private schools in Sehwan responded that their Mother Tongue was
Sindhi. However, only one participant was there whose Mother Tongue was Seraiki.
No teacher’s Mother Tongue was found Punjabi, Balochi, Urdu etc. in the study.

2. Where did you receive you primary education?

10

5
M Seriesl
0 - I

Public Shool Private School

In response to the above question, the majority of the participants told they
received their primary education from public schools as it can be seen in the bar
chart. Eighty percent of the participants received their primary education from
public schools and the twenty percent of the participants received their primary
education from private schools.

3. What was the Medium of Instruction in the Primary education?
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B English
m Sindhi
Urdu

The above diagram shows that the medium of instruction which was used in
the teacher participants” primary education in both public and private schools was
seventy five percent Sindhi and twenty five percent English. That shows that the
majority of the participants were primarily educated in Sindhi as a medium of
instruction which was their Mother Tongue.

4. How many languages did the participants already know?

0% 0% H One

mTwo

Three

m Four

u Other

The diagram above shows the responses to the language background while
studying in secondary school; the findings show that the majority of the teacher
participants were multilingual. Thirty eight percent participants knew four
languages and thirty seven percent of the participants knew three languages.
Moreover, twenty five percent were the participants who spoke two languages and
no participant was monolingual.

Discussion and Findings of Part-II (Main Part)

1. What language do you use when you teach science and other topics in the
classroom?

13%  12%
0% m [ use English
m | use Sindhi

Urdu

The majority of the teacher participants responded that they used Sindhi
while teaching science and other topics in the classroom. However, thirteen percent
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of them used both Sindhi and English. On the other hand, twelve percent replied
that they used only English to teach science and other topics in the classroom.

2. Do you interact with your students in English?

mYes, I do

w m No Idonot

Yes I do sometimes

In the findings of question number 2, the chart clearly shows that the
majority of the participants of both public and private schools replied that they
interacted with their students in English in the classroom. However, thirty eight
percent of them said that they sometimes interacted in English in the classroom. No
participants refused to interact in English with his students.

3. Do you feel easy when you interact with your students in English?

B Yes it is easy
38%

0%

The majority of the teacher participants felt easy while interacting with their
students in English in both private and public schools. However, thirty eight percent
of the participants responded that they felt it was difficult for them to make their
students’ concept clear about the topic in English.

4. Do you use English while explaining science and other topics in the classroom?

‘ ® Yes I always use English

m No I do not use the Mother
75% Tongue

The findings in the above diagram show that the majority of the teacher
participants in both public and private schools sometimes used English and
sometimes the Mother Tongue while explaining science and other topics in the
classroom. The teachers needed to shift from English to their Mother Tongue to
make their students’ concept clear about the topics. However, twelve percent
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responded that they always used English in the class and thirteen percent put a
check on ‘No, I don’t use the Mother Tongue'.

5. Which language do you use while explaining science topics in the classroom?

10 8
5 -
W Series1
O n T T 1
I explain in my Mother I explain in English I explain in Urdu
Tongue

All the participants in both public and private schools used their mother
tongue to explain science and other topics. None of the participants used Urdu or
English.

6. Do your students participate when English is used in the classroom?

% B Yes they do
{ } m They want to participate but
they feel difficult

In response to the above question, the findings show in the above diagram
that the result is fifty-fifty in both public and private schools. Some teachers claimed
that their students do participate in such discussion where English is used. However,
fifty percent of the participants told that the students do not want to participate
because they feel it difficult to speak English in the classroom.

7. Do your students participate when the Mother Tongue is used in the classroom?

10 8

5 .
0 ! ' ! ' W Seriesl

Yes they always No they donot  No becausel Yes because they
participate encourage feel easy
English
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Students always participate in such discussions where their Mother Tongue
is used. There was no any participant from both types of schools who could deny
that the students do not participate in such discussion.

8. In which language of instruction, it is easy for your students to understand
science and other topics in the classroom?

10
.
0 - . . 1 M Seriesl
It is easy for them in  Itis easy in English It is easy in Urdu
their Mother Tongue

The participants of both public and private schools responded clearly that it
was easy for their students to understand science and other topics in their Mother
Tongue rather than any other language. On the other hand, no teacher responded
that it was easy for them in English or Urdu as the above chart shows.

9. Do you speak English at your home?

0% 0% m Yes [ always speak English
at my home
® No I never speak English at
62% my home

Yes sometimes I speak
English at my home

The majority of them responded that they spoke English at their homes
sometimes. However, thirty eight percent of them responded that they did not need
to speak English at their homes.

10. Do you speak English with your students outside of the classroom?

mYesIdo
m NoIdon't

The findings in above pie chart show the response of the participants of both
public and private schools in Sehwan that fifty percent said yes they spoke English
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with their students outside the classroom. However, fifty percent of them said that
they did not speak outside the classroom.

11. Are science course books written in students” Mother Tongue?

B Yes they are in their Mother
%, Tongue

B No they are in English

No they are in Urdu

The majority of the participants replied that the course books were written in
students’ Mother Tongue. However, thirty eight percent of the participants
responded that the course books were not written in the Mother Tongue. None of the
participants said Urdu because it was not Mother Tongue of the students in Sehwan.

12. In which language of instruction students are examined?

0%
® In English
m In Sindhi

In Urdu

50%

The above diagram shows the findings of above asked question that the
response was fifty-fifty about English and Sindhi languages, because in two public
secondary schools the medium of instruction was Sindhi, which is why the students
were examined in Sindhi. However, in both private secondary schools, the medium
of instruction was English, that is because they were examined in English.

13. What do you think the right language of instruction?

m Sindhi
m English
Urdu

When the participants were asked the above question their response as the
findings show in above diagram that seventy five percent of the participants from
both public and private secondary schools responded that the right medium of
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instruction should be their Mother Tongue. On the other hand, twenty percent of the
teacher participants opined that it should be English. None of the participant chose
Urdu as option.

Discussion and Conclusion

The study investigates the role of Mother Tongue in public and private
schools in Sehwan, district Jamshoro. The study proposed to respond the following
research questions:

1. How does the use of mother tongue as medium of instruction impact the
teaching process in secondary schools in Sehwan?

2. Which medium of instruction is used in science and arts subjects?
3. Which language teachers and students prefer for instruction?

Addressing the above research questions, quantitative data was collected and
analyzed after developing and distributing two types of questionnaire. A
questionnaire was designed for the student participants and another questionnaire
was designed for teacher participants. Both of these types of questionnaires were
distributed among the 60 student participants and 8 teacher participants. Data was
collected and analyzed from both types of the participants.

the main findings from both types of participants are presented below.
Role of Mother Tongue in study

The study found that students in private schools were supposed to study
through English medium because they did not have any choice. The students
expressed their thoughts that they might study more comfortably in their Mother
Tongue. Apart from that, the teachers also responded that they also used the Mother
Tongue in the classroom feeling more comfortable and easier with it.

Role of Mother Tongue in classroom interaction

The role of Mother Tongue was found very significant in the classroom
interaction in private schools. The interaction into the classroom was discovered as
student-to-student and student-to-teacher or teacher-to-students. Occasionally
students and teachers used English to explain some scientific terminology because
they did not find any word form their Mother Tongue and the concept which was
thought to be memorized as it was written in the book in English. Another reason of
interacting in the Mother Tongue was that many of the students did not have
competence of English language and some of them felt hesitation while speaking
English before their fellow students in the classroom. However, some of them
expressed that they interacted with their teacher in English language. Furthermore,
the majority used the Mother Tongue while interacting in the classroom. The main
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cause behind that might be the rural background of learners in which they had
minimal opportunities of exposure to English language. Hence, students were not
aware of the benefits of learning English. Passing subjects was appeared to be
preferred rather than gaining the mastery of English language.

Role of Mother Tongue in understanding the topics

Except a few students, majority of the students were able to understand
through the Mother Tongue in both public and private schools. Some students
responded that they have their concepts clear on the topic by their parents in their
Mother Tongue when they get their homes. The cause maybe that the student had
not sufficient competence of English. Teachers also pointed out that using the
Mother Tongue they made their students’ concepts clear about the topics which is
because majority of students were not good at English language. Apart from that,
teachers themselves were seen to be comfortable using the Mother Tongue to explain
the topics in the classroom.

Role of Mother Tongue in Classroom Participation

The role of Mother Tongue in classroom participation was found very
fundamental in both public and private secondary schools in Sehwan. The Mother
Tongue was found to be used in classroom. Students felt difficult to take
participation in activities in which English was used. In sufficient knowledge of
English could be the reason of not taking part in classroom activities. The teachers
also gave their opinion that students get interested in the discussion when the
Mother Tongue is used in such activities in the classroom. Apart from that, when the
students were asked to take participation in the discussion in the classroom, they
hesitated and some of them refused to take part. Obviously, the reason seems to
have lack of competence in English language.

Role of Mother Tongue in explanation

The role of the Mother Tongue in explanation of science and other topics was
found very significant in the study except a few of the student who expressed they
prefer to use English in explanation. The majority of the students explained science
and other topics using the Mother Tongue in the classroom. Besides, the teachers
also expressed that the students explain the mentioned topics in their Mother
Tongue. The use of Mother Tongue in explanation in the classroom might be because
of feeling more comfortable rather than using English language.

Role of Mother Tongue in examination

The medium of instruction in examination was found Mother Tongue in
public schools. Students had choice to write in their Mother Tongue (Sindhi or
Urdu). However, in private schools, English was used in examination. The students
did not have a choice. They were supposed to write their exams in English. When
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the students were asked whether they would feel comfortable if they took exams in
their Mother Tongue every participant responded positively. Further, some of the
student participants expressed that first they had to gather their ideas in the Mother
Tongue and then they translate them into English in the examination. The reason can
be the lack of competence in English language. Teachers also gave their opinion that
if the Mother Tongue was used in the exams, students might feel comfortable
writing the answers.

Role of Mother Tongue in Secondary Schools

In this study, the teacher participants and student participants expressed
their views that the Mother Tongue should be the medium of instruction in
secondary schools in Sehwan. However, a few of students opined that there should
be English language.

The role of the Mother Tongue was found very fundamental in secondary
education. The participants preferred to use the Mother Tongue and also the
teachers used the Mother Tongue when they taught to the students in the classroom.
The main point of using Mother Tongue in secondary school education in Sehwan is
that the students had not English competence which is why they felt difficulty in
classroom participation and taking part in discussions. Students also felt hesitation
in classroom interaction if the English was used. Hence, students felt more
comfortable when the Mother Tongue was used in all activities in classroom when
they were being taught science and other topics. Therefore, the Role of the Mother
Tongue was found very significant in classroom participation, classroom interaction,
understanding the science and other topics and in examinations.
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